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St Mary’s Church Bentley 

 
 

PCC Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 
Thursday 13th 2023 

 
For some time now we have been holding regular services at Bentley Church.  
Every first and third Sunday is a Communion Service and every second and fourth 
Sunday is a lay led, more informal worship service. We serve coffee or tea and 
homemade cakes, scones, sausage rolls and other delicious goodies after each 
service.  It is a time to chat and is very popular. 
 
We have been without a Rector since last July but are managing well; either Rev. 
Tony Wilcox or Rev Don Mehen conduct our communion services and Pete Day 
our Churchwarden has invited visiting priests for some services, which has been 
interesting.  All other services are led by members of our team. 
 
We had some successful outings last year including one to Sandringham and the 
other the Thursford Christmas Spectacular.  We also had a successful musical 
afternoon at church and a lovely Choral Evensong.  Other events included our 
Annual Quiz in September and Mulled Wine and Carols in the Village Hall just 
before Christmas. 
 
We are grateful for the work, carried out on behalf of the Parish Council, by Peter 
Baldwin, in the closed churchyard.  We have a team of hard-working, keen and 
very capable volunteers keeping the churchyard extensions neat and welcoming.  
The carpark is a valuable asset. 
 
Our links with the Primary School are now back to pre-pandemic times and we 
have be doing Open the Book and have welcomed the children to church for some 
of their religious learning activities.  Our two Church Governors are Mrs Jane Day 
and Rev Don Mehen and are regular visitors to the school. 
 
We continue to support West Villa Homeless Families Unit especially at, 
Christmas, Harvest and Easter.  They are always very appreciative and we are 
grateful for the support we receive from our wonderful village community. Bedding 
and towels are still very much needed and many for the many, often anonymous, 
donations. 
 
 
Sandra Mehen 
PCC Secretary 
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Bentley Carpet Bowls 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 13th 2023 
 
 
Bentley Carpet Bowls has 24 members who play in the SCBA Winter and Summer Leagues 

and the Joe Rice Cup. 

We held our heads high in the Summer League but have struggled to maintain our place in 

the Winter League. 

In the Joe Rice Cup we were knocked out of the Cup but proceeded forward in the Plate 

and were knocked out at the Semi Final Stage. 

We enjoy in house competitions and occasional friendlies. 

We are always looking forward to having new members join our friendly club, you do not 

need any equipment just come along on a Tuesday Evening or Wednesday Afternoon you 

will be made most welcome. 

 

Jill Mills 

Secretary 

Bentley Carpet Bowls 
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Village Hall Trustees  
 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

Following the "Covid years", usage of the hall returned to normal levels in 2022, with all 

regular users now having resumed and a steady flow of one-off bookings (enquiries for 

which can now be submitted online from our page on the Parish Council website). Long-

term regular groups continue to benefit from the government grants we received, but it is 

likely that hire charges will need to be resumed before or soon after the end of 2023, 

particularly as our electricity costs have quadrupled. 

Mark Usher 
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Bentley Tuesday Club 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

Fifty members of the Tuesday club enjoyed a varied programme in 2022 -  
four lots of Chair Aerobics, various talks on London Bridge, transporting criminals 
from Suffolk to Australia, the late Queen Elizabeth the second, running a B & B in 
Turkey, the funny side of policing and various types of musical entertainment. 
 
Also we had two coach outings to Dunwich & Clacton for lunch etc. which was 
helped by a grant from Bentley Parish Council. 
 
A Christmas lunch at Hintlesham George was enjoyed by forty nine members and 
to round off the year a Christmas party in the Village Hall with food and 
entertainment. 
 
We have made a good start to 2023 with four new members joining. 
 
We hold a meeting every fortnight on a Tuesday afternoon in the Village Hall at 
2.30 pm 
 
Veronica Howe 
Bentley Tuesday Club 
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Whist Drives 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

Since Covid 19 the whist drives have struggled to get back to the numbers 
we were getting before, but in 2022 we held twenty drives getting average 
of four tables (16 people). 
 
We hope to get more people in 2023 where the whist drives are held in 
the Village Hall on the 1st and 3rd of every month at 7.30 pm and everyone  
is welcome. 
 
Veronica Howe 
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Link Lunch Group 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

The past year has proved yet another very worthwhile venture both in providing a 
variation of hot meals and raising more money to support charities. 
 
Once monthly lunches served here in the village hall from October through to April 
were enjoyed by between thirty and forty diners. 
 
During the last year we donated to:- 
 

• Macmillan Cancer Support £200.00 

• Turkey & Syria Earthquake Appeal £200.00 

• We should have a further £200.00 from our lunch on the 20th April 2023 
 
Our start-up was just over eighteen years ago following that disastrous tsunami in 
the Far East and in that time our grand total has risen to £15,480.00. 
 
We hope to start the lunches again in the autumn 2023. 
 
Veronica Howe  
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Bentley Bowls Club 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

NOTES FOR PARISH MEETING 2023 FOR 2022 SEASON 
 
We shall again be playing with 3 teams of 3 players but on a competitive basis. 
We had a grand towards the cost of the top dressing from the Parish Council and 
towards the cost of mower repairs. 
 
We had an Open Day in conjunction with Suffolk Bowls Association and signed a 
new member with possibly one more.  Several members of the public showed up 
and during the season a couple more have turned up to our Friday night roll up 
and we hope to sign them for the next season. 
 
We had our Quiz. 
 
We played in the Samford League Division 1 but did not do very well, finishing 2nd 
from bottom so will be relegated to Division 2.  In the Triples League we finished 
3rd in the 1st Division. We were able to field full teams for each game. 
We had a sponsor towards the end of the season – Energy People – who have 
given us money towards the Green upkeep and improvement.  Over the closed 
season, members worked on the Green for several days but more work will need 
to be for next season. 
 
Lilian Calvert 
 
APRIL 2023  
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       Registered Charity No:1026973 

 

Report for Annual Parish Meeting 13th April 2023 

Our group is still being used regularly on Monday and Wednesday mornings. 

Both the children and their parents/carers have expressed how happy they are with 

the setting and the equipment. 

We are pleased that we are still operating as free of charge for the use of the hall. This 

is very helpful, as the cost of refreshments and other expenses keep rising. 

For any enquiries re the Toddler Group, please feel free to pop in during Monday or 

Wednesday mornings, or call Pam on 07802 452219 or 07970 741581, 

 

Pam Rayment 
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Bentley Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School  

 
REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 13 APRIL ‘23 

 

Governance 

The governors share their collective role in both Bentley and Copdock Primary Schools 

through the federation arrangement. They are drawn from the community, the local 

authority and the parents. In addition Bentley has two church foundation governors 

appointed by the Diocese. The governors ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic 

direction. They also hold the leaders of the school to account for efficiency and 

effectiveness of the school and oversee its financial performance to make sure its money 

is well spent. 

Governors’ meetings resumed in physical form last April though some committee 

meetings are hybrid, using Microsoft Teams. During the past year as well as meeting in 

committee, e.g. finance, and as a whole body the governors have visited both schools to 

monitor what is going on sometimes as individuals but also as a group all on one day. 

These governors’ visiting days have enabled us to compare notes and gain a wider 

balanced view. At Bentley the foundation governors have particularly monitored the 

ethos of the school to ensure that it reflects Christian belief and practice not only in 

assemblies and religious education lessons but also in the way the members of the school 

conduct themselves and relate to each other. This has proved rewarding; the children 

and staff support each other well and can relate how they act to aspects of Jesus’ life and 

work as well as to comparable beliefs in other religions. The children have their own 

worship leadership team who plan and conduct worship events, some in the parish 

church, and prayer days designed to provide opportunities to reflect on what God is 

doing, e.g. in the wonder and beauty of nature so evident on the school site and the 

surroundings. 

The school has developed its links to the village community though the parents’ 

involvement, the activities of the PTA, and several charity activities, e.g. for Red Nose Day 

and Macmillan cancer support. The pupils and staff also joined with members of the 

British Legion and local residents at a Remembrance Day event at the War Memorial on 

11th November. The church has responded through governance, hosting school services 

in church, e.g. Easter and Christmas and a regular input to assemblies through the ‘Open 

the Book’ programme that enables the children to hear well known Bible stories read to 

them from a child friendly version, The Story Teller Bible. 
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The Past Year 

Our former Deputy Head, Mrs Rachael Rudge left in April to become a Head Teacher. We 

miss her and wish her well in her new post. The opportunity was then taken to adjust 

arrangements for leading the two schools through internal promotion and changes of 

role. New staff have joined us on a short term basis as needed to sustain the children’s 

education while the transition takes place. Financially the school remains sound and this 

has enabled extra support to be provided to children in the earlier years who were most 

affected by the COVID restrictions. Attendance at Bentley school remains above the local 

and national averages. Many of the children come from other places as the parents chose 

Bentley school instead of their own local primary. For more details of school activities I 

would refer you to the regular reports provided in the ‘Bentley Bugle’ and   ‘In Touch’ 

magazine. 

In common with many schools Bentley has not recently had an Ofsted inspection nor has 

SIAMS [Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools] visited us. Staff and 

Governors have kept working to ensure good outcomes to support and encourage 

progress but in the present political situation this cannot be taken for granted. However, 

our vision remains unchanged: for all the children to be…. 

                  Confident individuals, successful learners and responsible citizens 

                                Who are well equipped for future life,  

                         whatever that hold, knowing God is with us always.              

                                                                                                   [Matthew 28:20]  

Don Mehen [Foundation Governor] 

 
 
 



 12 

Bentley Bugle  

 
Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 

 

Production of the Bentley Bugle Community and Church News has continued on a bi-

monthly basis over the past year. 

Advertising manager and Treasurer Peter Day would welcome any leads to companies 

offering services. 

The aim of the Bugle is to keep parishioners informed of Church activities and the 

activities of the many Clubs and Societies in the village and other events that may be of 

interest. 

Robin Owen retired as editor of the Bugle at the end of 2021 and the Parish Council 

funded purchase of software to enable Marianne Munday to continue with production 

on a temporary basis. 

Christine Campbell has now joined Marianne to support with the editing and receiving of 

copy. Together they are pleased to take on the production on a permanent basis. 

Christine will be happy to receive articles and photos for publication in the Bugle.  

We would like to thank all our contributors, who provide all the information for each 

issue of the Bugle; please keep up the good work!  Our thanks also to the volunteers who 

deliver the Bugle to all the properties in the village. 

The Bugle can also be accessed online via the Parish Council web site 

http://bentleysuffolkparishcouncil.gov.uk/the-bentley-bugle/ 

Marianne Munday & Christine Campbell 

 

http://bentleysuffolkparishcouncil.gov.uk/the-bentley-bugle/
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Case is Altered – Bentley Community Pub Ltd  

 

The Case is Altered – Report for Bentley Annual Parish Meeting 

During 2022 we had a number of new volunteers come forward to volunteer their 

support. Although we are still not quite at the level of pre Covid numbers we are steadily 

getting there.  Our new volunteers are mainly for bar work but also maintenance and 

cellar work.  We now have around 40 volunteers who are able to work behind the bar, 

twenty of these volunteers regularly.  Around another 15 volunteers help with general 

maintenance, gardening and social media platforms.  We still have only one paid 

employee, our cleaner, who does our weekly deep clean but she now also volunteers one 

day a week to clean too. 

We have continued with our monthly and seasonal events and over the last year  and 

others have been re-established.  Our monthly Open Mic Nights and Quiz Nights remain 

very popular as do our music and charity events.  Last autumn saw some local clubs 

requesting to hold their monthly and twice monthly meetings at the pub once more.  For 

some this was the first time they had met since Covid restrictions were put in place.  We 

have also started to exhibit and sell paintings and photographic work by local amateur 

artists.  

As always our charity events were very well attended.  We raised £1,506 for the 

MacMillan Nurse coffee and cake morning in September and £475 was collected for the 

Pakistan Flood Relief fund.  Our Charity of the Year was the St Elizabeth Hospice, Ipswich 

for which we raised over £2,500.  We also assisted Bentley CEVC Primary School to raise 

money for the children by supporting their Santa’s Grotto event inside and outside the 

pub.   

During the celebration weekend for the late Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee we held 

a Garden Tea Party and a separate Children’s Party with an entertainer, both were very 

well attended.  Next month for the King Charles III coronation we will be holding a 

‘Coronation Lunch’.  Our summer BBQ’s continued to be extremely popular too.   

In a few days we will be entering our 10th year of trading as Bentley Community Pub 

Limited!  We have survived Covid – sadly many hospitality venues, especially pubs 

haven’t.  Hopefully we have now found our new ‘normal’, although regrettably we are 

still not back the opening hours we had pre Covid.  Of course in these times of high 

inflation and consumer uncertainty there are many constraints on our business, 

especially ever rising energy prices and increased prices of our suppliers.   
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But we can not sit still and hope for the best.  This year we are holding more food events, 

already 4 mobile food vendors have been booked for the early part of the year and into 

the summer - plus our own food events!  Of course more events require more support!  If 

you would like to volunteer in anyway to support our vital community asset please ask at 

the bar for a volunteers form or contact the chair via our website. 

See you soon!  

Kate Spicer – Chair, Bentley Community Pub Ltd. 
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Tree Warden Report  

Bentley Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 13th April 2023 

Tree Warden (TW) - appointed by the parish council 

The TW has attended all bar one of the parish council meetings (15 April 2022 to 13 April 

2023) and reported on matters relating to trees and shrubs within the parish. In no 

particular order, the list below shows the wide range of activity reported. 

(a) Damage to large Buddleia on the village playing field (children breaking branches).   

(b) Damage to roadside Oaks (flailing along Bergholt Road. 

(c) Raised tarmac pavement in Silver Leys caused by Birch tree roots (reported to 

Highways.  

(d) Threatened oak tree on Hazel Shrub: TW visited to see if it could be saved from 

felling. Unfortunately, the 200-year old tree was felled and will never become a 

veteran oak. 

(e) Threatened oak tree at ‘Woodview’, Hazel Shrub: TW visited to talk to the tree 

surgeon. He was very helpful and explained that only a dead branch and a lower 

branch would be removed to allow a bungalow to be built nearby. 

(f) TW made several visits to the Community Orchard during the period since the 

previous Annual Parish meeting to water the trees, to prune side branches, to clear 

plant growth around them and to top-up compost at their base. 

(g) TW liaised with the Suffolk Tree Warden Network (STWN) to order a further 150 

one-year –old native trees to plant out in our parish. He has also received and dealt 

with documents Emailed by the STWN. 

(h) TW reported on fallen trees that were blocking footpaths; examined Ash trees for 

signs of Ash dieback disease, and examined oak trees for signs of Acute Oak 

Decline disease, as well as reporting on new tree diseases entering the UK from 

Europe. 

(i) It was sad to report the death of four elm trees on the village playing field. These 

Dutch Elm disease resistant trees (Ulmus minor) were purchased by the parish 

council some 12- years ago and were thriving until the prolonged drought (even 

though they were watered during this dry period). 

 

Colin Hawes  

Tree Warden 
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Friends of Capel Library (FOCL) 

 
Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 

 

Friends of Capel Library (FOCL) 

The FOCL is a small group of trustees that helped to raise funds for:  

(a) purchasing films to show on the third Tuesday of every month 

(b) replacing broken furniture (e.g. chairs, shelves, spinners) 

(c) materials and food for quiz nights 

(d) paying authors and others for talks 

(e) celebration events (e.g. for library volunteers) 

(f) paying Ollie the magician to reward children who have completed their summer 

reading challenge 

(g) paying for bands who came to perform at a very successful music evening 

(h) sundries (e.g. tea, coffee and biscuits) 

(i) materials for children’s regular events 

The trustees thank Bentley Parish Council for their financial support each year. 

Suffolk Libraries IPS Limited is now a registered mutual society and member of 

Cooperative UK. Each of Suffolk Libraries Friends/Community groups must be members 

of Suffolk Libraries. Suffolk Libraries finance the purchase books and their computers but 

no longer fund anything else. Friends/ Community groups raise funds for anything extra. 

Capel Library FOCL was formed in 2013.  FOCL members are volunteers and are also 

trustees. We meet approximately once every two months together with the Library 

manager. There is an elected Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Secretary. 

Minutes are kept of the proceedings. Each meeting follows the same format as follows:  

attendees, apologies, approval of the previous minutes, matters arising from the 

previous minutes, library manager’s report, chairman’s report, treasurer’ report, 

membership report, events report, outstanding actions, any other business, date of next 

meeting. 

List of events and other activities undertaken since the previous annual parish meeting. 

(a) Attended the Tudor event on Bentley village playing field  with a marquee and 

games 

(b) Easter chocolate raffle 

(c) Google-proof paper quiz held over the Easter period 

(d) Reward for children’s summer reading challenge (Ollie the magician) 
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(e) Annual quiz 

(f) Film projector service 

(g) Library Manager returned from sabbatical 

(h) FOCL nominated for Team Award at the Volunteers’ Award  event 

(i) Warm Spaces Wednesday set up for those who needed a warm setting and 

perhaps warm clothing plus food during these hard times 

(j) Four chairs purchased to replace those worn out 

(k) Stay and Play organised 

(l) Held a celebration event for volunteers 

(m) A 3-bands night was very successful 

(n) Cinema risk-assessment form updated 

(o) New member of library staff appointed 

(p) World Book Day event held 

FOCL meetings were held on: 15 June 2022, 10 August 2022, 09 November 2022, AGM 28 

January 2023 (15 members of the public attended), current trustees are willing to 

continue (voted in unanimously. Note one trustee is standing down at the end of June 

2023 after volunteering as a trustee for 10 years ), 08 February 2023. 

Future 2023 events organised: 

 Cake & Craft sale 22 April  

Children’s summer reading challenge (Ollie magician reward event 23 September)  

Annual quiz night 28 October  

Next meeting: 28 June. 

Colin Hawes  

FOCL trustee/committee member 
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Bentley Community Stores 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

Bentley Stores Your Village Community shop 
 

Excellent team of volunteers run your community shop. 
 

We need you as customers !! 
 

Our normal hours are  
 

Weekdays 9 to 1.30,  
 

Saturdays 9 to 12 noon  
 

Sundays 9 to 11am 
 

Coronation Big Help Out Day 
 

On Monday 8th May, 9 to 1.30 
 

Come along and see how it all works! 
 

Volunteering really is fun!
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Bentley Scrabble Club 

 
The Scrabble Club continues to meet on the second and fourth Thursday of each month 

at 2.30pm in the Village Hall committee room.  

Anyone interested in passing an afternoon with a few games of scrabble, a chat and a cup 

of tea is welcome. 

Thank You 

Robin Owen (secretary) 
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Bentley Bluebells WI Club  

 

Report For Parish Council AGM 2023 

We are so very happy to be back to normal. 

We had a most enjoyable and successful year. We had a varied number of speakers 

during the year, including:  

Pink Shed, who are locally based beauticians, they told us how important it was as we 

age, to look after our skins. A number of us bought some of their products and we were 

all treated to a facial. 

Essex Police gave us a talk on how to keep ourselves safe with both personal safety and 

online. 

Bishop & Miller, another local business, this time, an auctioneer. Mr Miller entertained us 

all with anecdotes from the lots that they have handled, as well as valuing some of our 

own treasured possessions! It was very entertaining. 

A forensic science expert gave a very enlightening talk on his career. There were some 

macabre stories, but most were just interesting. 

We heard from a very funny entertainer on the subject of comic verse. He was so good 

we have booked him for our WI group meeting later on this summer. 

Silk flower arrangements were also made during the year and we rounded off a packed 

programme with a visit from an actor who played one of the Webb twins in the very 

popular comedy series Hi De Hi. That made for a fantastic end of year along with a 

Christmas feast. 

We treated ourselves to a lovely afternoon at the Beth Chatto gardens in the summer, as 

well as having a great afternoon tea in a member's garden and a Christmas meal at The 

Brook Inn at Washbrook. 

We held our annual fund raising lunch at the village hall which was well attended, and 

provided refreshments at the Tudor weekend which was held on the playing field. 

Finally, some of our members attended several WI Federation events. 

As you can see we have been really busy but we are still low on numbers, and would 

welcome new members gladly. Please get in touch. 

Jan Pickess 

President- Bentley Bluebells WI 
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Community Speed Watch 

 

Report for the Annual Parish Meeting - Thursday 13th 2023 
 

This is my third year as Speedwatch Coordinator. 

56 sessions of an hour long were held and 313 vehicles were reported to the Police. The. 

highest speed recorded (several times) was 48 mph. 

Although speeding continues to be a problem throughout Bentley the vast majority of 

vehicles reported are on Capel Road. Speeding seems to be a mixture of carelessness and 

arrogance (the law doesn’t apply to me). And a lack of awareness of the damage that can 

be done by a speeding vehicle. 

In my view it will continue to be a problem until drivers are prosecuted. This will only 

happen with visits of speed enforcement cameras and the installation of Automatic 

Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras. 

In the meantime the ‘Team’ will continue to do what they can. However with a dwindling 

number of volunteers this is becoming more difficult. If you would like to help by 

volunteering only one hour per week, please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council who 

will pass me your details. 

 

Cliff Daldy 

Speedwatch Coordinator. 
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