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Representatives come together to officially open Bury St
Edmunds Eastern Relief Road
Construction of the £15million Bury St Edmunds Eastern Relief Road, funded by the
New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership, St Edmundsbury Borough Council and
Suffolk County Council, began in March 2016.
The route, which was delivered on time and is more than a mile long, began to be
developed around 10 years ago, and economically unlocks a 67-hectare area for
business development and the potential for 15,000 jobs in the area.
The road, Rougham Tower Avenue, built by J Breheny Contractors, also provides a
viable alternative route for those travelling from Moreton Hall to the A14, as well as
creating an access to the Sybil Andrews Academy.

Suffolk Highways Update
Suffolk Highways Transformation Phase 2 of the Suffolk Highways organisational
change process has now been completed and the new structure was launched on
Monday 4 September.
All Suffolk Highways staff are now located in one of three service delivery centres at
Phoenix House in Ipswich, Rougham Depot and Halesworth Depot. Teams worked
hard to ensure that the buildings and ICT were ready in time to accommodate staff,
with significant changes in layout, improvements to facilities and upgrades in ICT
taking place in all three locations. The new structure brings together Kier and SCC
staff into integrated teams under the Suffolk Highways banner, working as ‘one team’
to deliver the priorities and objectives of the service.
The new structure and processes are in the early days and it is hoped that these will
bed in quickly and enable the service to move forward in driving efficiencies and
improvements in service delivery. A further phase of recruitment to fill the remaining
vacancies is underway and a number of interim arrangements are in place to help
manage workloads whilst this takes place.
Reporting details were set out in my recent email to parish clerks
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Suffolk County Council Guidance on Neighbourhood Planning
Suffolk County Council Guidance on Neighbourhood Planning In recent months,
there has been a significant uptake in local communities beginning work on
neighbourhood plans across Suffolk. Their principal engagement is with District
Councils. However, many of the issues raised in these plans relate to County
Council services from education through to the rights of way network. Therefore a
document has been prepared giving guidance on the impact that neighbourhood
plans may have on matters that are this Council’s responsibilities. For each topic
there are sections on: • What does the national policy say? • What can a
neighbourhood plan do and how we can help? • What have others done? It is
intended that this will prove useful for those groups developing neighbourhood plans
and provide a more focussed discussion with County Council officers.

News regarding recruitment process for Suffolk County
Council’s Chief Executive
A full day of interviews and assessments took place on Monday 11 September 2017
in the search for a new Chief Executive for Suffolk County Council.
The council are looking for a candidate to succeed Deborah Cadman who has
moved to work for the West Midlands Combined Authority.
The field of candidates for the Suffolk role was very strong and each person was put
through a range of assessments, presentations and interviews as part of the
process.
As a result of this very thorough assessment, it was decided that there was no clear
candidate that met the exceptionally high standards expected for the role at this time.
Therefore no appointment has been made at this time.
Corporate Director Sue Cook is currently acting as interim Chief Executive and will
continue to do this whilst decisions are made about the next steps in the recruitment
process. Sue will continue to be well supported by other members of the corporate
management team.

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service launches 'escape plan'
campaign
The Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service has launched a new safety campaign and
website highlighting the importance of fire escape plans.

Visitors to the campaign website fire.suffolk.gov.uk will be able to:



take a quiz to test how prepared they are to escape a fire
create their own escape plan for everyone in their household

The campaign addresses the fact that every year there are 40,000 accidental house
fires in the UK. Having an escape plan will allow Suffolk residents to escape the fire
quickly and safely.
The 'escape plan' fire campaign will run until 31 October 2017.

Cabinet Meeting 10th October
At the Cabinet meeting on 10th October The Suffolk Minerals & Waste Local Plans
are due to debated seeking agreement to go out to consultation. Three sites either
within or bordering the division, Belstead, Tattingstone and Layham are included. I
will report further following the meeting.
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